
How to Transfer USA Social Work Licenses to Israel 
 
 

https://www.eligoldberglcsw.com/Aliyah 
 
 

Please email me with any feedback, or to join our Whatsapp community. 
[Eli] at [EliGoldbergLCSW] dot [com] 

 
Updated April 30, 2026 

 
 

 

https://www.eligoldberglcsw.com/Aliyah


Recognition of USA credentials 
 
To be certified in Israel as a social worker, you must be registered by Misrad 
HaRevacha (Ministry of Social Affairs and Social Services) in the Pinkas L’Ovdim 
So’tsiyalim (the social workers' registrar). In order to be registered in the register of 
social workers, you must have a certificate in social work only - and not any similar 
degree. 
 
LMSW vs. LCSW 
 
Israel does not differentiate between LMSW’s or LCSW’s. Both can be transferred to 
Israel.  
Please note that a social work license from abroad is helpful to the licensing process but 
isn’t required. 
 
Which Foreign Schools are accredited in Israel?  
 
Distance learning - Not Recognized 
​  
Some distance learning programs are not recognized by Israel. One prime example is 
Long Island University’s Israel program which ironically is not recognized by Israel. LIU’s 
New York program is fully recognized for transfer to Israel (I attended there) YU 
Wurzweiler’s Israel distance program IS recognized by Israel as the students attend one 
in person class per semester at the Hebrew University 
 
The rule is, you cannot do more than 15% of distance learning courses for the program 
to be recognized by Israel. Or the rule is related to the Internship Placement Location. 
Unclear. But check the list to confirm before choosing a grad school! 
 
Any other schools with issues?  
 
Timeframe and List of Accepted Programs 
 
For social workers who studied at universities that are familiar to the Ministry, the 

certification process can take about two to four weeks. There is a list of universities that 

have already been recognized on the MOLSA website. 

 

http://www.molsa.gov.il/COMMUNITYINFO/SOCIALWORKERSREGISTRATION/Pages/RM_04_03.aspx
http://www.molsa.gov.il/COMMUNITYINFO/SOCIALWORKERSREGISTRATION/Pages/RM_04_03.aspx
https://www.molsa.gov.il/CommunityInfo/SocialWorkersRegistration/SW_NotebookSearch/Pages/SWSearch.aspx
http://www.molsa.gov.il/CommunityInfo/SocialWorkersRegistration/Pages/SocialWorkersAbroadInstitutes.aspx


For social workers who studied at universities that are not familiar to the Ministry, the 

certification process can take about four months. A committee meets every two months 

and evaluates the documents, and grants certification accordingly. 

Check Certification Status 

You can check your status in the social workers' registrar.  

Translation and notarization costs 

Discuss 
 

 

https://www.molsa.gov.il/CommunityInfo/SocialWorkersRegistration/SW_NotebookSearch/Pages/SWSearch.aspx


Hebrew List of Documents needed: 
 
From: https://www.gov.il/he/service/registration-of-social-workers-new 
 
 

הבאים המסמכים את להגיש יש בסוציאליים העובדים בפנקס להירשם כדי : 

  

 צדדיה( 2– מ לצלמה יש ביומטרית ת.ז. על ומדובר )במידה ת.ז. צילום​.1

 פתוח ת.ז. ספח צילום​.2

 מסמכים של בתרגום צורך )אין נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי תואר​.3

 באנגלית(

 נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי קורסים רשימת​.4

 נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי מהאוניברסיטה מקצועית הכשרה​.5

 בנפרד. הכשרה לכל למלא יש למלא. צריכה שאת מקצועית הכשרה טופסי​.6

 חיים.  קורות​.7

 ידנית חתימה לחתום יש - אישיים פרטים של המצורפים הטפסים את למלא​.8

 ידנית חתימה לחתום יש  פלילי- אישור של הטופס על לחתום​.9

 מחול פלילי רישום העדר על אישור​.10

 בנק דרך או מקוון בתשלום האתר דרך האגרה את לשלם ניתן ₪. 255 סך על אגרה תשלום​.11

 . 001 סניף 032170 לחשבון בשובר צורך וללא ישירה בהפקדה הדואר

12.​ Only for those who have passed seven years or more since graduating with a foreign 
degree, and do not have a license from the country of origin to engage in social work 

מסיום יותר או שנים שבע חלפו אשר הסוציאליים, העובדים בפנקס להירשם המבקשים   
סוציאלית, בעבודה לעסוק המוצא מארץ רישיון להם לארץ ואין בחוץ לתואר לימודיהם  

במקצוע לעסוק לרצונם הסיבות את המנמק מסמך להוסיף מתבקשים . 

 

https://www.gov.il/he/service/registration-of-social-workers-new


These are the documents needed.  

1.​ Copy of your Teudat Zehut. (Front and back 

2.​ Copy of your SAPACH (Blue form that comes with the Teudat Zehut) 

3.​ Either an Original (Easiest) or a Notarized copy of your original diploma, indicating 

you completed studies in Social Work. (No need to translate if the documents are in 

English.)    

4.​ Original Sealed Transcripts (No need to translate if the documents are in English.) 

5.​ Documentation from your Graduate Program indicating that you completed 

fieldwork in the course of your social work studies. A minimum of approximately 850 

hours is required as well as a description of the type of work that you did. Make 

sure this document specifies years, months and days (AND MORE SPECIFICS) of 

practical training (fieldwork).  

6.​ Application forms. You can download the necessary forms from the Misrad 

HaRevacha web site (in Hebrew) here. 

7.​ For overseas graduates, professional training form. (One form per field placement)  

8.​ Signed waiver for Israeli Police background check. The ministry will submit a 

request for Teudat Yosher (police certificate) on your behalf. (The 3rd page on the 

application form is a letter of consent). 

9. A copy of your receipt indicating that you paid a 255 NIS processing fee. The fee 

can be paid to Bank HaDoar (the Post Office Bank) Branch 001 Account number 

0032170, for registration as a social worker. The fee changes periodically. (The fee is 

now also payable by credit cards) 

10. Copy of your CV /  Resume 

11. FBI background check - with or without apostille?  

12. Those who have passed seven years or more since graduating with a foreign 

degree, and do not have a license from the country of origin to engage in social work, 

are requested to add a document explaining the reasons for their desire to pursue the 

profession. 

 
 

 

https://www.molsa.gov.il/MolsaForms/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99/%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%A1%20%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%91%D7%A4%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%A1%20%D7%94%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D.docx
https://www.molsa.gov.il/MolsaForms/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99/%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%A1%20%D7%94%D7%9B%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%94%20%D7%9E%D7%A7%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%AA.docx
https://www.molsa.gov.il/MolsaForms/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99/%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%94%20%D7%A2%D7%9C%20%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%9B%D7%9E%D7%94%20%D7%9C%D7%A7%D7%91%D7%9C%D7%AA%20%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%93%D7%A2%20%D7%9E%D7%9F%20%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%9D%20%D7%94%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99.docx


 

Another paperwork to obtain while in the states, not needed for the social work license,  

is employment history letters. These are not reference letters. This will be helpful for 

salary if you work for the Kupah.  

 

You can go to the Social Work Committee’s office in Har Hotzvim, Jerusalem, and 

present your original documents, or, you can copy, notarize, and mail in your 

documents.  

 

To set up a meeting or if you have any further questions about the certification process, 

you can contact: 

 

Mrs. Ronit Vaknin 

Committee on Authorization of Social Workers 

Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare 

Address is in Har Hotzvim 

Tel: 02-508-5650 

Email: RonitV@molsa.gov.il 

 

Note: When submitting documents to government offices, in addition to those 

documents requiring notarized copies, be sure to have photocopies of any other 

documents you need to submit. Original documents should be used for display 

purposes only. Do not give original documents to anyone!  

mailto:RonitV@molsa.gov.il


Requirement 1 and 2  

 

 צדדיה( 2– מ לצלמה יש ביומטרית ת.ז. על ומדובר )במידה ת.ז. צילום

 פתוח ת.ז. ספח צילום
 
You need to photocopy both sides of your Teudat Zeut;  
And the blue paper (Sapach) that comes with it 
 
 
What if I don’t have Israeli citizenship or I don’t have a Teudat Zeut? 
 

ויזה או השהייה אישור סוג כולל מתאימה, תעודה או דרכון צילום – ישראלית זהות תעודת לך אין אם  
בישראל לעבודה ואישור . 

 
If you do not have an Israeli identity card, submit a photocopy of a passport or a suitable 
certificate, including the type of residence permit or visa, and a permit to work in Israel. 
 
 

 



 
Requirement #3 

 
 מסמכים של בתרגום צורך )אין נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי תואר

 באנגלית(
 
Either an Original (Easiest) or a Notarized copy of your original diploma, indicating you 
completed studies in Social Work. (No need to translate if the documents are in 
English.)    
 
 
 
I need an example of this Document.  



Requirement # 4 
 
 

 נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי קורסים רשימת

 
TRANSCRIPTS - sealed original copy 

 

 

 



 
Requirement #5  

 
 נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי מהאוניברסיטה מקצועית הכשרה

 
 
You will need a specifically written letter about your internship experience.   

 
On the original Hebrew list of required documents this is #5. It is #8 on the NBN 
translated list.  
 
(You will also be completing a form detailing your internship experience, with more 
information such as the names of your supervisors. That form is #6 on the original 
Hebrew list of required documents. It is #8 on the NBN translated list. The form is called 

מקצועית הכשרה טופסי  or the professional training form. That form will be reviewed and 
translated in a separate document)  
 
A template letter is attached at the end. Here are the requirements:  
 
Original Hebrew: 

 נוטריון ידי על וחתום מתורגם למקור נאמן העתק או מקורי מהאוניברסיטה מקצועית הכשרה
 

Nefesh B'Nefesh translation: 

Documents indicating that you completed fieldwork in the course of your social work 

studies. A minimum of approximately 850 hours is required as well as a description of 

the type of work that you did. Make sure this document specifies years, months and 

days of practical training (fieldwork). 

 

My translation and comments:  

The document either has to be an original or a notarized "true copy" translation. English 
documents don't have to be translated.   
 
The details:  
These are the further details provided by Ronit in March 2020. (All emphasis, 
{highlights, bold, text color}, is hers. I added (Parentheses) for clarity)  
 
Original Hebrew: 
 



כזה אישור לך שתנפיק מהאונ' לבקש עליך  
 – 
 המעשית: ההכשרה תקופת לגבי ומפורט מקורי להיות מהאוניברסיטה האישור על

 כל לגבי ותאריכים ההכשרה שעות מספר ההכשרה, תקופת המטופלת, האוכלוסייה ההכשרה, מקומות
 הכשרה מקום

 הכשרה מקום בכל הכל סך שבוצעה המעשית ההכשרה שעות מכסת מה בנוסף(, לציין האישור )על
 
My translation: 
 
You should request the following letter from your university:  
The certificate from the university must be original and include the following details 
regarding the period of practical training:  

1.​ Places of training 
2.​ patient population 
3.​ exact dates regarding each period of training 
4.​ the  Total  number of hours of practical training performed in each placement 

 
My Comments: 
 
They want the letter to specify the specific date of the month the internship began and 
ended, not just "September 2012". 
 
It is not enough for your letter to state that you have completed a total of over 1000 
hours of internship. Your letter needs to list the total number of hours completed at each 
placement. I understand this to mean that while you do not need to note the total 
number of hours per individual semester, you do need to note the total number of hours 
completed at each field placement. See the letter template for more clarity.   
 
They did not say it has to be in a sealed envelope, but it has to be an original document. 
It can't hurt to be in a sealed envelope stamped by the University.  

 
 



 
 

School of Health Professions 
Department of Social Work 
1 University Plaza • Brooklyn, N.Y. 
11201 

 
 
Israel Licensing Board​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ March 9, 2021​​ ​ ​
​ ​  
 

This letter is to verify that Eli Goldberg is a graduate of the MSW program at 
Long Island University- Brooklyn Campus. Eli graduated in May of 2014. 
Eli received a passing grade for both field placements that were part of the MSW 
curriculum. 
Eli completed a total of over the required 1000 field hours in the program during his 
studies.       (This sentence is not enough) 
In both field placements, Eli was supervised by a licensed social worker.  
In his 1st year internship was September 11, 2012 - May 9, 2013 at; BINA Stroke and 
Brain Injury Assistance, 2511 Avenue I, Brooklyn, NY 11210. The population served was 
survivors of stroke or traumatic brain injuries, and their families.  
He worked approximately 14 hours a week as an intern during Fall and Spring 
semesters for a total of 202 hours per semester and 404 hours for the 2012-2013 
academic year.     (This detailed sentence is necessary) 
His second internship was September 10, 2013 - May 9, 2014 at; North Shore Child and 
Family Guidance Center, The Leeds Place for Young People, 999 Brush Hollow Rd, 
Westbury, NY 11590. The population served was children of substance abusers, as well 
as adolescents and young adults abusing substances.  
He worked approximately 21 hours a week as an intern during Fall and Spring 
semesters for a total of 306 hours per semester and 612 hours for the 2013-2014 
academic year.   (Again) 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional questions. 
 
Sincerely: 
Menachem Dubovick 
Menachem Dubovick LCSW 
Assistant Director of Field Education 
Long Island University- Brooklyn Campus 
Contact Info redacted  



Requirement #6 
 

 ידנית חתימה לחתום יש )מצורף(- אישיים פרטים של המצורפים הטפסים את למלא
 

Application form.   
 
Fill out on a computer and sign by hand. 
 
FORM available here.  
 
NBN Translation of form below 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.molsa.gov.il/MolsaForms/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99/%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%A1%20%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%91%D7%A4%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%A1%20%D7%94%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D.docx




 



Requirement #7 
 

 בנפרד. הכשרה לכל למלא יש טופס(. )מצורף למלא צריכה שאת מקצועית הכשרה טופסי
 

HECHSHARA MEKTZOA forms. 
Translating interchangeably as fieldwork training or internship placement. It refers to the hours 
you completed during school.  
You will need one form per placement. So two forms for your standard MSW graduate; one for 
each year of fieldwork. 
Fill out on a computer and sign by hand. 
Form available here  
 

זאת לציין יש אך בעברית הטופס במילוי אחר באדם להיעזר ניתן  
You can have help with the Hebrew but please note that you were helped 
 
You can complete the form in Hebrew (preferred) but English is acceptable (verbal 
communication, Ronit, June 1 2021–06–02)  
 
Your standard MSW graduate will select option 4 on the form.  
 

1.​ Graduate of Social Work in Israel: bachelors degree 
2.​ Final degree in social work in Israel: masters degree 
3.​ Graduate in Social Work Abroad: bachelors degree 
4.​ Final degree in social work abroad: (Choose this for a MSW masters in social 

work from USA ) 
5.​ Graduation certificate in social work abroad: what does this mean?  

 
First is a translation  
Then my form, as an example, and then another internship example 

https://www.molsa.gov.il/MolsaForms/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99/%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%A1%20%D7%94%D7%9B%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%94%20%D7%9E%D7%A7%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%AA.docx






 



 





 



Requirement # 9 
 

CONSENT for Israeli police background criminal check  
 
 

 ידנית חתימה לחתום יש  - )מצורף( פלילי אישור של הטופס על לחתום
 
Form avaliable at this link waiver   
 
Sign the form by hand.  
 
My translation of form below 
 
 
 

 

https://www.molsa.gov.il/MolsaForms/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99/%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D%20%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%94%D7%A6%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%94%20%D7%A2%D7%9C%20%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%9B%D7%9E%D7%94%20%D7%9C%D7%A7%D7%91%D7%9C%D7%AA%20%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%93%D7%A2%20%D7%9E%D7%9F%20%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%9D%20%D7%94%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99.docx


 



 
Requirement # 9 
 

 הדואר בנק דרך או מקוון בתשלום האתר דרך האגרה את לשלם ניתן ₪. 255 סך על אגרה תשלום
 . 001 סניף 032170 לחשבון בשובר צורך וללא ישירה בהפקדה

 
 
 
Application payment of 255 shekel. The fee changes periodically.  
 
You can pay online with an American or Israeli credit card at this link 
 
Or you can pay at the post office bank to account 032170 branches 001. 
 
 
Need to: 
Translate credit card form - Picture of receipt  
Discuss post office process 

 

https://ecom.gov.il/Counter/general/homepage.aspx?counter=105&catalog=1&category=SocialWorkers&language=he


Requirement # 10 
 

חיים  קורות . 
 
CV / Resume 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Requirement # 11 
 

מחול פלילי רישום העדר על אישור  
FBI criminal background  check 
If during the last 15 years, you have lived outside of Israel for 5 years or more, a document of 
criminal record from the country in which you have lived must be attached. 
 
 
Confirm: 
How long valid? 
Apostille needed? 
Original or copy? PDF?  
How to do it from with Israel? 
 
 

 



 
Requirement 12:  
(Not for everyone)  

יותר או שנים שבע חלפו אשר הסוציאליים, העובדים בפנקס להירשם המבקשים  

בעבודה לעסוק המוצא מארץ רישיון להם לארץ ואין בחוץ לתואר לימודיהם מסיום  

במקצוע לעסוק לרצונם הסיבות את המנמק מסמך להוסיף מתבקשים סוציאלית, . 

Those who have passed seven years or more since graduating with a foreign 

degree, and do not have a license from the country of origin to engage in social 

work, are requested to add a document explaining the reasons for their desire to 

pursue the profession. 

 

Discuss process - need copy of approved letter.  



 
More Resources here: 

https://www.eligoldberglcsw.com/resources/israel-sw-guide/iswg-resources  
 
 

 
Thank You! 

to everyone who provided info that helped me organize this guide, 
especially  

Ronen and Ronit. 
 

updated + more thank you’s on the website here  
https://www.eligoldberglcsw.com/resources/israel-sw-guide/thanks 

 
Please email me with any feedback!  

 
 

https://www.eligoldberglcsw.com/resources/israel-sw-guide/iswg-resources
https://www.eligoldberglcsw.com/resources/israel-sw-guide/thanks

